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Abstract  
 
Urban policies in European cities have integrated the comfort of their inhabitants, 
particularly the pedestrians as a main objective. Public spaces’ planning has 
consequently become a full discipline. However, many questions remain to be 
answered, when considering the general will and the realizations: 
 

- Historic sites and city centres are given a lot of attention. What about the other 
areas, less prestigious, where city dwellers actually live? 

- Should we not seek specific answers to each city’s unique context? 
- We redevelop squares and public gardens… and give better answers to the 

sedentary use. But how can we answer to the importance of mobility in the 
propositions?  

- Is a town’s destiny to become a pedestrian precinct?  
- A public space is an area of all use, of all contradictions and belonging to all. 

How to integrate this complexity and make it a medium for democratic life?  
 
I will approach some of these questions which I found myself confronted to, presenting 
examples from cities I worked or have worked for as a technical adviser.  
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